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• Starting point: Baukultur (concept of building culture) encompasses all activities with spatial impact, from 

craftsmanship details to large scale urban planning and development of landscapes.

• Method: reflection on the role of culture in the context of built environment, what is quality in building culture, its 

influence and how it can be measured, public authorities‘ obligations (professional / policy reflection).

• Result: informal meeting of Ministers of Culture, signatories of the European Cultural Convention CoE and 

adoption of the Davos Declaration (political discourse and commitment).

• Context: European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018, The Swiss Confederation and The World Economic Forum.



International group of experts led by the Federal 

Office of Culture (spring 2017):

Lars Amréus (SE); Luc-Emile Bouche-Florin (ECTP); 

Giuliana De Francesco (IT); Uwe Koch (DE/Europa Nostra); 

Reiner Nagel (DE/Bundestiftung Baukultur); Vit Rezac (CZ); 

Claudia Schwalfenberg (CH/SIA); Bénédicte Selfslagh 

(ICOMOS); Špela Spanžel (SI); Alexandra Warr (UK).



Preamble (extract):

• recognising the crucial contribution that a high-quality built environment makes to achieving a

sustainable society, characterised by a high quality of life, cultural diversity, individual and collective
well-being, social justice and cohesion, and economic efficiency;

• aware of a trend towards a loss of quality in both the built environment and open landscapes all 
over Europe, evident in the trivialisation of construction, the lack of design values, including a lack 
of concern for sustainability, the growth of faceless urban sprawl and irresponsible land use, the 
deterioration of historic fabric, and the loss of regional traditions and identities;

• emphasising that everyone, irrespective of background, has the right to experience, share and 
belong to the cultural environment, that the ways in which we live together and evolve as societies 
are fundamentally cultural, and that shaping our living environment is, above all, a cultural act;



Declarations (extract by chapter):

• The central role of culture in the built environment: holistic, culture-centred approach to the built 
environment, humanistic view of the way we collectively shape the places we live in and the legacy we 
leave behind;

• The concept of Baukultur: every human activity, the whole built environment as a single entity - existing 
buildings, monuments and cultural heritage, design and construction of contemporary buildings, 
infrastructure, public spaces and landscapes – both material realisation and planning processes; 

• Vision for a high-quality Baukultur: a new, adaptive approach to shaping our built environment - one that 
is rooted in culture, not only fulfils functional, technical and economic requirements, but also satisfies 
people’s social and psychological needs;

• The benefits for society: improves sense of place, fosters an inclusive and cohesive society, protects the 
environment, promotes health and biodiversity, adds economic value. 



• Towards a high-quality Baukultur:  the right balance between cultural, social, economic, 

environmental and technical aspects, in the public interest for the common good - part of the 

relevant legal instruments, interdisciplinary discourse, multilevel and cross-sectoral cooperation 

between policy-makers, competent authorities and professionals, participation of civil society.

Commitments: 

• mainstreaming and promoting the ideas and principles of high-quality Baukultur to all 

stakeholders, members of government and the general public, particularly young people;

• implementing better policies that embrace the culture-centred concept and integrate its 

vision as a core policy objective;

• urging public and private stakeholders, to recognise the positive impact on the common 

good and to acknowledge their responsibility to its implementation, particularly investment;

• convening again to evaluate and discuss the progress made towards achieving a high-

quality Baukultur for Europe. 



Baukultur of small 

public space

The case of integrated 

urban renewal of Savsko

naselje neighbourhood



The Davos Quality 

System High-quality Baukultur and its

assessment

01.2018: Davos Declaration 11.2019: Conference in Geneva

Davos Process:

05.2021: Quality System 





• concept / terminology: 

high-quality: the physical space, the quality of the 

processes and the capacity of the actors involved 

in the (re)shaping of place,

• objectivity: common denominators, quality values,

• quality assessment: questionnaire,

• target groups: building culture professionals, non-

professional target groups, user groups,

• dialogue and exchange: ongoing, inclusive 

discussions, and professional and societal debate,

• scope: complement existing processes, tools, 

authorities, legal systems, regulations, etc.



Davos Baukultur Quality System





High-quality Baukultur promotes quality-oriented and place 

specific processes, led by skilled actors working in teams. 

High-quality Baukultur follows good Governance

Governance



The design and construction methods of high-quality 

Baukultur satisfy the human needs for health, comfort, 

safety and accessibility.

High-quality Baukultur fits the purpose 

Functionality



High-quality Baukultur contributes to conserving natural 

resources and biodiversity, mitigating climate change and 

thus supporting sustainability. 

High-quality Baukultur protects the Environment

Environment



High-quality Baukultur prioritises cultural values and long-

term investments over short-term economic gain.

High-quality Baukultur adds economic value

Economy



High-quality Baukultur reflects and promotes inclusive 

societies and encourages mixed uses.

High-quality Baukultur connects people

Diversity



Places of high-quality Baukultur refer to their built and 

natural Context. 

High-quality Baukultur results in spatial coherence

Context



High-quality Baukultur promotes attachment to the place 

through its strong identity and distinctiveness, thus contributing 

to fulfilling social, psychological and cultural needs.

High-quality Baukultur improves the Sense of place

Sense of Place



High-quality Baukultur takes into account the sensory 

perception and understanding of the relationship between 

objects, spaces and people, increasing people’s life 

satisfaction and quality of life. 

A place of high-quality Baukultur is beautiful

Beauty









European quality principles for EU-funded interventions 

with potential impact upon cultural heritage







https://davosdeclaration2018.ch

Davos II :

Conference 

Baukultur Label ?

Baukultur Forum ?

Thank you!

spela.spanzel@gov.si ,

spela.spanzel@gmail.com
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